
NEWSLETTER JULY 2020

Members of the Kirby Fields Roads Fund Committee hope you are all keeping well at this difficult time.

We have produced this newsletter to keep you updated. We warmly welcome all those who have

recently moved into the area. 

Firstly, a little history………………………………………

Why was Kirby Fields Roads Fund formed?

      

KFRF Ltd was formed over 40 years ago to help householders to maintain the road surface on the

unadopted roads within Kirby Fields (Forest Drive, Stamford Road, Hastings Road and Portland Road).

Residents had realised that it is far easier and cheaper for a road repair company to come out for one

or two days a year to repair all the damage on the unadopted roads than it would be for individual

householders to ask a repairer to mend their bit.  It meant that the roads would be maintained in

good condition and uniform condition. They also appreciated that keeping the roads in good condition

would be reflected in house values.  

During  the  last  40+  years,  KFRF  Ltd  volunteers  (all  residents  of  Kirby  Fields  and  living  on  both

unadopted and adopted roads) have worked tirelessly to keep the roads in as good a condition as

possible within their financial limits.

For further information about what the committee does and how it uses your annual contributions -

as well as a series of frequently asked questions - please refer to our website:

https://kirbyfieldsroads.com/

If you do not have access to the internet we would be happy to provide

you with a paper copy – please contact ……………??????? BP happy to

volunteer here………………. and we will be happy to deliver this to you. 

As we hope you have noticed the latest work for the 2019/20 financial year

on the upkeep of the roads has now been completed. The work began in

March but unfortunately had to be suspended as a result of the lockdown.

Thank you for your patience during this enforced delay and apologies for

any inconvenience caused by the work left unfinished during this time.



The work in Forest Drive – 24 June 2020

It was finally completed in early July at a cost of around £5000. All damaged and worn areas of the
unadopted roads  have now been repaired. This will make for a smoother ride for all motorists who
live on these unadopted roads and for all those in the surrounding adopted roads who have to use
them for access.

You only need to look locally at the condition of Linden Lane and Forest Rise (neither of which are
members of our Roads Fund) to appreciate how well your contributions are being used. 

 Volunteers from the committee will  continue to keep a close eye on the condition of the
unadopted roads and arrange the necessary repairs – please feel free to contact………???????
………….if you have any concerns over the condition of these roads.

 We warmly thank all those residents in the area who regularly pay their annual contribution
and would respectfully urge those few who have decided not to pay to reconsider – hopefully
the latest repairs (from which we all benefit) will help to change your mind.

 A gentle reminder of the level of contributions:

Unadopted roads - £60 per annum Adopted roads (which have to use one of the
unadopted roads to access their property) eg
Rosendene Close)  - £30 per annum

These are constantly under review by the committee and they have not increased since 2004. Cost of 
living increases since then should increase £60 to £85  and may have to rise in the near future as we 
approach a time where more major works (complete resurfacing/tarring and chipping) become 
necessary. 



We are fully  aware that  there are  associated issues  in  the Kirby  Fields  area such as condition of

pavements, blocked or insufficient drains, street lamps and condition of the one-way railway bridge

(outside our area) which may concern you. Our remit, however, only covers the maintenance of the

road surface.  Having  said  that,  the condition of  the road  surface is  partially  dependent  on  good

drainage so we would respectfully remind all householders on the unadopted roads to ensure that

they carry out their responsibility to keep the gutters and drains on the road outside their properties

clear of leaves and other debris. Keeping them in good condition (sweeping the gutters, clearing out

the drains etc) helps stop the road surface from being damaged by standing, or frozen, water. Please

also ensure that any pavements in front of your property are kept in a safe condition. Below is an

example of the state of the gutter and pavement that needs the householder to fix:.

Did you know…

 that each house on the unadopted roads owns 
the land right up to the middle of the road and it 
includes the pavement, the kerb, gutter, any 
drains, and the road itself?  

 that each house is legally responsible for 
maintaining their own property i.e. pavement, 
drains, kerbs, gutters, and the road up to the 
centre line?

 that if a car is damaged or a cyclist or pedestrian 
is injured because of the poor state of the road 
outside your property, then the owner of that 
piece of road (the householder) could be liable?

 how difficult it is to get a contractor to come out 
to mend a small area of damaged road?

Railway Bridge, Forest Drive

The Railway Bridge at the bottom of Forest Drive is owned by Network Rail.  They own the bridge and

the road including the road surface.  KFRF Ltd does not look after this part of Forest Drive.  There have

been many complaints to KFRF Ltd about the road surface of the bridge, especially the big dip, but

there is, unfortunately, nothing that the Road Fund can do about it.  However, individual householders

who are affected by the unsatisfactory condition of the bridge, should complain direct to Network

Rail.  Any claims for damage to vehicles should be sent to Network Rail.  One individual resident has

raised a complaint, but NR is refusing to do anything about the bridge.  Under Section 230 of the 1980

Highways Act, however, the bridge owner is required to repair an unadopted road or private road in

the event that said repairs are needed to obviate damage to traffic. This has been put to LCC Highways

Department and LCC’s solicitor and a response is currently awaited.

  


